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Monday 7th June 
5pm: Samsa 
By Tallula Francis, Joe Leonard, Maggie Smith & Tom 
Wheatland 
 
After an unprecedented event takes place one evening in the 
Samsa’s family home, how does this change this mundane family of 
four? What sacrifices do people make in order to achieve personal 
happiness, freedom and control?  
 
Samsa is an in-depth exploration into relationships between a family 
unit under extreme pressure, all whilst living under the same roof.  
Can a resolve be found? 
…Will things ever get back to normal? 
  

6pm: Lecture - Week 6 
By Jemma Davidge, Ellen Mcadam & Niamh Ennis 
 
Prof. Stephen Grennidge leads this lecture on Witchcraft and the 
Occult in the 17th Century. We will explore the life and career of 
Witch-Finder General Matthew Hopkins and his encounters with 
Witches. As two worlds collide and the truth becomes clearer, we 
will realise that the past is much closer than we think. 
  

7pm: Can I Still Be Loved? 
By Denice Ljunglof, Courtney Taylor & Rebeka Tassi 
 
Mental health is a rising global conversation, we are using our own 
personal stories and experiences to make light of the world around 
us. Can I Still Be Loved? is a show based on loneliness, desperation, 
low self-esteem and society’s view on what ‘love’ is ‘supposed to 
be’. Self-love and friendship is more important now than ever 
before. We hope to share our stories to discredit the stigma 
attached to mental health and societal pressures on young people.  
  

Online Piece (available all week): DFEA 
By Rhiannon Smith 
 The virtual experience that allows you to be in control of the 
educational system. This independent practice as research projects 
transports you to 2045, when after years of budget cuts, the 
government eventually decides to ban all art subjects in schools. 
Itis compulsory for state-funded schools to only teach English, 
Science, Maths and Languages. Although originally these changes 
appeared to contribute towards grades rising, eventually students 
began to rebel. See if you can help the students and if you agree 
with these changes, by visiting this website: 
https://rhianonsmith.wixsite.com/my-site  

  



BA (Hons) Drama and Performance 
 

Tuesday 8th June 
 

5pm: It’s Your Funeral 
By Ella Goulding, Kelsey-Paige Booker, Natalia 
Kowalczyk, Hannah Cook & Alex Hunter-Warburton 
 
It’s Your Funeral takes place in a contemporary forest, and follows 
the journey of five people trying to figure out friendships, 
relationships, love, work and meteor showers! They grapple with 
the idea of fate and question their choices and where that has led 
them to. It’s exciting, fun, full of cheese and the audience is 
directly involved as they are taken on this journey to ponder life 
cycles, supernovas and the morality behind modern day catfishing 
through the use of disguise. As an adaptation of Shakespeare’s As 
You Like It, it is fulfilling in keeping elements of a Shakespearean 
play that has kept audiences re-visiting and watching them since 
the 16th Century, as the themes are still very poignant and 
relevant today.  
  

6pm: Please, Leave a Message 
By Vincent Visser, Rosabel Mullin, Gintare 
Tamosyniate, Sonny Sinomelli & Charlie Jennings 
 
“I’d like to tell you all sorts of things, but I feel empty as soon as I 
start to talk.” 
-Eve in Jean-Paul Sartre’s The Chips are Down. 
 
Five people. Three stories. One World. 
Ava, Sam, Theo, Kennedy and Scarlett find themselves locked 
inside their homes, faced with the banality of everyday life. Torn 
between the chaos of the outside world, and their personal 
problems, they seem incapable of talking about either. Will they 
come closer together? Will they fall apart? Or will they find out 
what really matters most?  
  

7pm: Dear… 
By Daisy Cotter, Jodie Farkas, Lia Gaynor & Megan 
Khor 
 
Shhh. There are things we shouldn’t know. Things we should not 
speak about. Stories written not for your ears, darling. I wish we 
would. I wish we could. You don’t have to listen but you should. 
Will you promise me? Dear... is a performance art work exploring 
generational trauma. The show is a series of abstract, non-linear 
vignettes touching on the intersection of mental health and 
culture.*The show includes some strong language and themes of 
abuse, violence, and depression which may be disturbing for 
some viewers. 
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Wednesday 9th June 
 

5pm: We Need to Talk 
By Nora Agafonova, Tia Arnell & Tanikka Mulan 
 
What happens when your support system falls apart? When 
you're surrounded by the ones closest to you but still feel alone? 
We Need to Talk is an online performance about three girlfriends 
going through the motions of life together and trying to figure out 
how to grow up. Who would have thought fish eggs could be such 
a fundamental part of a relationship? From dreams of Formula 1, 
through shots of tequila, to stock markets, this performance has it 
all. Have they grown up or grown apart? Could the end of a zoom 
call also mean the end of a friendship? 
  

6pm: Unknown Selfhood 
By Daniel Bestwick 
 
Unknown Selfhood is an adaptation of the short story !A Day Goes 
By" by Luigi Pirandello. The story begins with a man who finds 
himself on a railway station platform as a train departs, but can 
not remember why he is there, and even more disturbingly, who 
he is. We  follow him, throughout the day into the next, where he 
finds aspects and fragments of his past identity from encounters 
with those around him. This surreal journey culminates in a 
particular and terrifying revelation… but is it too late? Is it always 
too late? 
  

7pm: Katabasis 
By Donnell Da Costa, Bas Scott, Sam Murray, Emanuel 
Da Silva & Jack Cooke 
 
Katabasis is an ancient Greek word that refers to journeys taken 
down to the Underworld - the land of the dead, which Homer 
describes it in the Odyssey as gloomy, frightening and dark: “There 
is nothing rewarding about existence there…” 
In Greek myths, such journeys, when undertaken by the living, 
have the potential to bring a deep wisdom. The important aspect 
not being the literal descent into the underworld, but the 
transformative nature of the journey.  
American poet, Robert Bly suggested the tendency that while 
growing up, all young men experience a form of katabasis.  
Katabasis is where we believe we are at this present moment. As 
five guys, we are undertaking our own journey there, and with it, 
questioning what it is to be a man. We feel the pain and strain of 
the 21st century – it can be a gloomy, frightening and dark place. 
And yet, we hope wisdom can be found. 
 
Inspired by podcasts (a genre where we have each found hope, 
wisdom and solace), we invite you to join us on this journey, as we 
head down, hoping for wisdom, for transformation… for a way 
back…  
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Thursday 10th June 
5pm: over-waters 
By Garcianne Smith, Mason Edwards & Tashan Rocha 
 
over-waters is a decolonial auto-ethnographic  performance that 
grapples with the question How has our socially conditioned view 
of race affected our perception of identity? 
It is written in the form of a contemporary biomyth drama 
featuring monologues, duologues, poetry, multimedia, dance, 
music and storytelling.  
 It tells the tale of three characters from London who identify as 
Black: Rose—an elder Jamaican-British woman, James—Rose’s 21 
year-old Black/mixed heritage grandson, and Teagan—a 22-year 
old Black/mixed-race university student and friend of James. 
Through snapshots of their lives, a complex story of race, class, 
culture, and generational patterns emerge, beginning with a 
funeral and culminating in a protest. Each character goes on a 
journey in search of answers to their questions. Rose asks: How 
do we break away from our harmful generational Patterns? James 
asks: How has growing up with mixed heritage affected my view 
of masculinity? And Teagan asks: Is Britain still racist? 
  

6pm: Little Things You Learn 
By Abbie Aldridge, Eleanor Kumar, Hannah Magee & 
Jay Pooley 
When four strangers that were once siblings are reunited by an 
unfortunate event, they are plunged into a fantastical world. A 
place where their memories are a reality, and their childhood is 
revived. A safe space to explore what happened all that time ago. 
Little Things You Learn uses children's imagination as a vessel to 
explore attachment in its many forms. This whimsical world is a 
visual feast of colour and makeshift storytelling. Little Things You 
Learn is a reverse coming of age tale steeped in nostalgia, full of 
bittersweet accounts that will make you both laugh and cry. 
  

7pm: The Rooted Sky 
By Jessica Davis & Georgie Larkin 
 
“The sun, with all those planets revolving around it and 
dependent on it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes as if it had 
nothing else in the universe to do” ~ Galileo Galilei. 
 
Starting to forget if everything was always this hard? 
So are we. 
She goes fourth defiantly, and she’ll go with or without you. 
So, what will it be? 
…The loneliest place in the universe takes her toll on us all. Two 
astronauts, Time and Elle out in deep space, trying to keep their 
relationship and their spaceship together. However, the further 
they go, the more polarised they become and the more difficult it 
is to maintain ship integrity… How will they learn to accept 
themselves as one in order to escape becoming lost forever in the 
empty void that lays ahead?  

 


